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indeed from economy; but thrift itself does not Jive in
Prance on French money, nor on what it proposes to save:
nor is it easy to save, where everything is charged so high
to a Milor Anglois* But I shall drop wisdom and supputa-
tion, and return to Anacharsis. The Abbe Barthelemy was
devoted to the Duchesse de Choiseul, and was always at
Chanteloup, and she had obtained two or three emoluments
for him: the incense to her husband, I believe, was offered
in compliment to her.

To divert my thoughts a little in the many melancholy,
lonely hours that I have passed in these three months, and
to turn them to the only reading I could relish in the
present position of Europe, modern history, I have been
reading again, as I have often done, Voltaire's Universal
History. I suppose, from the various circumstances that
have struck me with regard to the actual state of France,
I admire it more than ever, though I always thought it his
chef-cFceuvre. It is a marvellous mass both of genius and
sagacity, and the quintessence of political wisdom as well
as of history. Any one chapter on a single reign, as those
of Philip II, Henry IV, Richelieu, Elizabeth, Cromwell,
is a complete picture of their characters and of their times.
"Whatever may be said of his incorrectness in some facts, his
observations and inferences are always just and profound.
I wish you would read it again, Madam; there are twenty
passages that look as if written within these six months.
More than once he allows the cruel nature of his countrymen
in turbulent times. The story of the whole modern world
is comprised in less space than that of the three centuries
of diminutive Greece in the tedious Travels of Anacharsis,
who makes you remember rather than reflect. On the
other hand, I am sorry I cannot agree with your Ladyship;
Mr. Gibbon never tires me. He comprises a vast body and
period of history too; however, I do wish he had been aster of Finance.e or six times     fields of France with sportsmen to
